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HE THAT HATH AN BAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE cHuRCcHES.— Rev. il. 7. 


No. 24. | DECEMBER 15, 1848. Vou. X. 


GLORIOUS NEWS FROM THE SALT LAKE, 


On the Sweetwater, East Side of South Pass, 789 miles from 
Winter Quarters, 24th August, 1848. 
' Dear Brother Levi Richards,—I wrote you a long letter last 14th July, also a 
letter for President Young on the same sheet of paper, giving Elder Orson — 
a release from the duties which he has filled so satisfactorily in England. I hope 
you have received the same safe. ; 

As a continuation of the news to you and the Saints in England,—since my last 
letter to you, we have travelled thirty-five days, at an average rate of eleven miles per 
day, and lay by for rest seven days; remembering that on the seventh day we 
must rest from our labors, and ay it holy unto the Lord. You cannot too much 
impress upon the minds of the Saints who Pr to gather from land, the . 
necessity of their strict observance of the Sabbath, as no manner of work will be 
— to be done in the valley, and therefore the quicker they conform to this 

Ws 


the easier it will be to them on their arrival in the valley of the Great Salt Lake. 
We have seen but very few Indians, and not the one-hundreth of Buffalo that we 
did last year ; they have been driven away by the Oregon emigrants, and the Indians 
who have spent their spring on the Platte and Sweetwater, but who are now on their 
southern hunt. | 
I am to say that many of our cattle have died this season; the dry, fine, 
dusty roads, heavy ing, and scanty feed, together with a deal of alkali lying on 
the route, has caused their , ore yet it is strange that the fattest and best cattle die, 
while the poor and lean cattle live through it. I have been so unfortunate as to have 
three die already, and the Lord only knows whether the remainder are to go through 
“in safety, or die; no one knows of any cattle being sick until they are past recovery, or 
they are found dead. _— 
henever you see Captain Dan Jones, remember me to him, giving him my 
warmest thanks, that the toed has enabled him to do so good a work in Wales; for 
the Rev. John Griffith, of ee Anglesea, used to tell me (when I was an 
excise Officer in that place) that the Welsh are a people that stand firm in their reli- 
ion, and will not turn to any delusion that is offered to them; I hope he has sounded 
the Gospel trump in = at d, Amlwch, Cemaes, Llanfec and neighbour- 
hood, and been successful; if he has not, I bid him God’s speed. I have written 
several letters to Griffith Williams, druggist, to prepare the way for the Elders, 
President Young ordered me to read Elder Jones's letters to sister Williams, a full 
bred Cymru, when tears of joy rolled down our cheeks, and blessings poured out on 
the head of Elder Jones; she is now gone with her husband, who is on a mission to 
tht Welsh in the Eastern States. Every time we read Elder Jones’s letters, we feel 
to cry out, God bless brother Jones, and prosper him in his glorious mission ; he ig 
blessed, and shall be blessed, even so, Amen. | - 
B 


\ 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
an 
; 
i} 
; 
ah} 
Af 
i 
| 
| Ba 
| OF 
‘ 
; 
| 
‘ 
| 
| 
| 


thresh and clean, in good order, two hundred bushels per 
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Remember me kindly to all the Elders who left Winter Quarters about the same 
time as = did; I pray that your health, as well as theirs, may be good; that you 
may all be blessed with His Spirit from on high, be prospered on your missions, and 
return.to Zion with of everlasting joy. 

_+« We have received an Epistle from the council in the valley, dated August 9, 1848, 
from which I send you some extracts. | | 
« “ There are 450 buildings in the Forts, besides quite a number of temporary farm 
buildings ; three saw mills in operation, and one partly finished; one temporary grist 
mill, and an excellent one nearly finished by brother Neff. Brother Leffingwell put 
_ up a threshing machine and fanning mill on City Creek, ropelled by water; it will 
Our wheat harvest 
is over, the grain is splendid and clean, but being mostly in shock and stack, we can- 
not state the number of bushels ; however, we are all agreed that the wheat crop has 
done wonderfully well, considering all the circumstances, and that we can raise more 
and better wheat to the acre in this valley, than in any place any of us ever saw; and 
the same with all other grains, vegetables, &c., that we have tried.” 

** Wheat ranges at two dollars per bushel, and the best judges think it will be as 
low as one in a short time. Our main fence is twelve miles long, not quite finished 
owing to the press of other matters, but we expect to complete it this week. Three 
small babes have died since we wrote last; (I wrote you on receipt of *%) there has 
not been at any time what is commonly understood by sickness,—health prevailing 
winter and summer.” You now learn definitely that our wheat harvest has far ex- 
ceeded our expectations. Green peas have been so plentiful for a long time that we 
are becoming tired of them ; cucumbers, squashes, beets, carrots, parsnips, and greens 
are upon our tables, as harbingers of ried: =aum in their respective cote &c. 

Brother Orson Pratt will be glad to see the following extracts from a letter of 
P. P. Pratt to President Young: he sa 

 T have enjoyed good health all the day in this valley, and have been enabled to 
labor as hard as I ever did a season in my fife; my family are all in usual health, and 
in good spirits. We are also greatly blessed in gardens, in wheat, in corn, and ‘in all 
things I have set my hands unto. I have raised: some sixty bushels of wheat 
without irrigation ; a few bushels of rye and oats, and my corn in the field looks as 
well as any corn I ever saw in the States. The wheat crop has exceeded all expecta- 
tion ; oats do better than in the States—say sixty bushels to one of sowing, on sod 
- tag ch every kind of vegetable suited to the northern latitudes does well.” “They 

ve also found a cut off, avoiding Pratt’s Pass to the Willow Springs, going up 
Weber River instead of down it, a road, and saves about seven miles.” 

_ Such are the general extracts, which are abundantly confirmed by men who have 
lived in the v ; amongst other things, they report, that Elder Levi Hancock 
sowed eleven pounds weight of California wheat on the 14th of April, and reaped 
twenty-two bushels the latter of July; he sowed half a bushel of English com- 
mop wheat, on an acre and a-half, and reaped upwards of twenty bushels ; one grain 
of seven-eared wheat produced seventy-two ears. Barley that was sowed, ripened 
and was reaped, and carried off,—the land then irrigated, and produced from. the 
roots a fresh crop, four times the quantity of the first crop. Oats that were sown 
produced a good crop, was cut down and cleared, the roots again sprung up and pro- 
duced another beautiful crop. ' Peas first planted, a good crop ripened, gathered ; 
then planted the same peas, yielded another crop; and = a third crop is now grow- 
ing. Beet seed planted this spring, produced beets as thick as my leg, which went to 
seed and yielded a great quantity. bbage seed planted this spring, produced seed 


again. 
yee all, they r that Mother Sessions has had a harvest of 248 little cherubs 
since living in the valley. Many cases of twins; in a row of seven houses joining ~ 
each other, eight births in one week. 

Oh! ye hungry souls, rejoice, and shout for joy ; praise the Lord and give thanks. 
O ye barren ; ye who have been bereft of your children, praise the Lord ; the place is 
found where you can rear your tender offspring, like olive branches round your tables ; 
where they can have plenty to be fed, and to be clothed withal ; where your souls can 
be lifted up to the Lord of Hosts, for his mercies endure for ever. The place 
is found where the Saints can rear another temple to the Great Jehovah ; hear his 
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word, and from whence his laws can go forth to the ends of the earth. Hosanna, 
Hosanna, Hosanna to God and the Lamb, for ever, Amen. 
I remain, dear brother Levi, je 
Yours in the bonds of the everlasting gospel of peace and salvation, 
THomas BuLuocg, Clerk of Camp of Israel. 
Let me hear from you on receipt. Joos | 
P.S.—29th August: Brother Lorenzo Young, and Abram O. Smoot, have just 
_ arrived from the valley, confirm all the good news, and more too, and say there will 
be fifty waggons, and a hundred and fifty yoke of oxen come to the last crossing of 
the Sweetwater to-morrow evening. Brethren, can you rejoice with the poor ted 
houseless Saints, if so, be diligent in praising the Lord, and win souls unto Him. 
wig oe peace of our Lord Jesus Christ and continue with you, for ever and. 
ever, Amen. 
Brother Brigham and Heber are well ; general good health prevails in the Camp. 
—Adieu for the present. ) 


EXTRACTS FROM CONFERENCE MINUTES. 


DERBYSHIRE. 


First Division—Held at Gresley, Oct. 8, 1848.—This conference contains 7 
branches, consisting of 132 members, including 19 elders, 9 priests, 7 teachers, and 


2deacons. Baptized since last conference 21, 9 removed, and 1 dead. 
Joun Fipor, President. 


JOHN JAQUES, Clerk. 


Second Division—Held at Whitwick, Oct. 15, 1848.—This division consists of 
6 branches, containing 235 members, including 26 elders, 14 priests, 7 teachers, and 
Baptized since last conference 10, received 5, removed 4, cut off 6, and 


7 deacons. 
3 dead. Officers present, 1 high priest, 26 elders, 8 priests, 5 teachers, and 3 dea- 
cons. | JoHN President. 
_ JOHN VARNHAM, Clerk. 
BEDFORD. 


Held Nov. 12, 1848.—This conference met in the Oddfellows’ Hall, Mill-street, 
Bedford, and the meeting was opened by singing the first hymn, and prayer by 
Elder Smith. Elder Flanigan then arose and introduced to the conference their 
President, brother Thomas Smith, and moved that he preside over this meeting. 
Carried. 

The President took his stand and introduced to the conference Elder Flanigan, 
one of the seventies, lately from America, as his fellow-labourer in this conference, 
and moved that brother Puabecke act as clerk of the day, which was agreed to. 
He then stated that a resurrection was needed in this conference, and he wanted a 
united effort of all the Saints to effect one to day, and raise Mormonism from the 
dead! to unclog the wheels of the work by clearing up old arrears and paying off 
old standing debts, which had been incurred in many places for rent of rooms, &c. 
It was also requisite to appoint a Star agent, and to ordain some sound officers, who 
would be enabled to organize sound branches, &c. | 

The Elders were called on to a ge the standing of the various branches, and 
to state what alterations were needed. It appeared that 4 had been cut off and 12 
baptized since last conference, and with but few exceptions the standing and con- 
dition of the members and officers was good, with fair prospects of becoming better, 
since the Lord had favoured them by sending two of his servants in their midst, to 
instruct and stir up their minds in the great plan of salvation. Indeed, the unani- 
mity of feeling—the bright countenances—the decided testimony and. animating 
spirits which pervaded our midst, all seemed to whisper that the incubus and chain 


of darkness that has hung over the Saints in this region, were rent asunder, and 
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that truth eternal would yet spread its benignant and saving influence over many 
an honest heart and mind. ) 

_Raull was organized into a branch by itself, Elder Sheffield to preside, and Elder 
Goats to preside in Cambridge. Four ordinations took place, namely, two priests 
and two teachers. 

Elder Flanigan stated that he had made Cambridge a visit, and found it a large 
place, Sot ee 36,000 inhabitants—that it was one of the strong priest-ma- 
nufacturing holds of Satan’s empire—that some 12,000 were (or were going to be) 
Drs. of Law, Drs. of Medicine, and Drs. of Sick Religion!!! He wanted the 
assistance and prayers of the Saints, that he might go and declare unto them a re- 
ligion that was not sick! and that needed no doctors to patch it up—that the bat- 
tering rams of eternal truth might sweep away the refuge of lies!—If there 
were more to obey the gospel in its native purity, they would not escape without 
having it sounded in their midst—that they might be warned of the approaching 
that hung over their devoted heads. 

he President moved that Henry Smith be restored to his standing and full fellow- 
ship in the church, and that he be appointed book-agent in the place of his honourable 
father, deceased, and that the conference be responsible to the Star Office. Unani- 
mously carried. 

Moved and carried that the various branches assist in removing the old standing 
debts against the Church for rents, &c., that the elders need not fear to go into — 
places and spread the truth. | 

Moved by the President, and carried unanimously, that this conference use their 
efforts to assist our beloved brother Elder O. Spencer to the land of Zion, and that we 
. respectfully solicit a visit from him before he leaves Europe; that the Saints 
would try and not incumber him with so heavy a coin as copper. _ 

Moved by Elder Flanigan, that we respectfully solicit a visit from our beloved 
President O. Pratt, when he visits the churches in England. Carried unanimously. 

Elder S. Reed, made some apropriate and spirited appeals to the Saints, on the 
exertions that were needed, spiritually and temporally, by faith and works, to — 
accellerate the rolling on of the work of God. , : 

Moved by Elder Flanigan, that the Saints sustain and uphold their President, 
Elder Thomas Smith, by their faith and works, and alsv all the officers of the 
various branches. Unanimously carried. , 

Moved by Elder Smith, that we sustain and uphold, by faith and works, the 
Presidency in Europe, and all the authorities of God’s kingdom in the land of Zion. 
Carried with promptness. The universal response of the Saints, showed a willing- | 
ness to do all in their power to help and facilitate the work of God. 

The business being concluded, arrangements were made for a tea party at four 
o'clock, p.m. Brother William Cook % manager. After one of the soul reviving 
songs of Zion, the meeting closed in prayer by Elder Flanigan. 3 

At 2 o’clock, p.m., the meeting was called to order by reading, and singing the 
hymn on the 259th page, and prayer by Elder Smith; when Elder Flanigan arose 
and addressed the Saints an hour and a quarter, in an able and interesting discourse 
on the subject of immediate revelation from God to man, as being the essence and 
keys to all true religion, and the distinction between the Latter-day Saints, and all 
the unbelieving sects. : 

At 4 p.m., arrangements were made, and the table being furnished with plenty 
of good cake and tea, the whole length of the Hall, all were seated. ‘The Welling- | 
borough choir sung “ The Spirit of God,” a blessing was invoked by the president, 
and the Saints refreshed themselves with glad hearts. : 

At 6 in the evening the hall was crowded ; meeting opened by singing, and prayer 
by Elder Reed; when Elder Smith took his stand, and addressed the Saints and 
sinners, an hour anda half on the subject of faith. His arguments were plain and 
set do backed up by a torrent of evidence from that good old book, called the 
Bible, in which men profess to believe with implicit confidence, At the close of the 
meeting, 2 were baptized, and our conference being larger than for many years past, 
came off with the best of order and feeling, and the Saints went their way rejoicing. 

| Tuomas Smita, President. 
JAMES PEMBROKF, Clerk.’ 
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officers elders, 44 priests, 23 12 deacons. Baptized since 
August 26th, 106. Emigrated 40. 

he conference has, by vote this day, engaged to uphold and sustain the First 
Presidency of the Church, by every means in their power. It has also pledged it- 
much as possible throughout the conference, an to o e law of tithing ac- 

| Mito ANDREWS, President, 
James CANTWELL, Clerk. 


Latterspap Datuts’ PMennial Star. 


DECEMBER 16, 1848. 
Just ARRIVED, Levi Ricwarps, a high priest, with his wife. Brother Richards 
will probably visit the conferences for the purpose of collecting tithing, giving 
counsel, and attending to any other business that may be necessary. As he has 
preached much in this country before, the Saints will hail him with gladness. 


IMPORTANT QUESTION.—How many Stars of Volume XI will our agents take ? 
This question should be answered by the 22nd instant, or the answer may be too 
late, as we wish to begin and end the volume with the same numbers.—S¢ee instruc- 


tions to Book AGENTS in the last Star. 


Every person who has £9 per head for himself and family, or over that sum, should 
pay one-tenth part thereof as tithing. He will then have enough left to emigrate 
with his family to Council Bluffs. : 


- Guorious News FroM THE SALT LAKE.—We have news from the city of the 
‘‘ Great Salt Lake,” up to the 9th of August, which we publish in this number. 
The young colony of Saints formed in that lonely, peaceful, and romantic valley, 
are greatly flourishing. Crops of all kinds have yielded an abundance. Health 
prevails universally. The hand of the Lord seems to be over them, to bless and 
prosper the work of their hands. Blessed be the name of the Lord God of Israel, 
the Holy one of Zion! Hosannain the highest! For he hath led his people forth 
from the midst of their enemiés, and hath planted them in a goodly land. He hath 
caused them to forget their sorrows and to rejoice in the midst of plenty. He hath 
_ seen the affliction of bis people, and remembered the covenants that he made of old. 
O give thanks unto the Lord. Let the children of Zion praise him with songs and 
upon musical instruments; for he hath redeemed them “ from the hand of the ene- 
my; and gathered them out of the lands from the east, and from the west, from 
the north, and from the south. They wandered in the wilderness, ina solitary way ; 
they found no city to dwell in. Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them. 
Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their 
distresses. And he led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of 
habitation.” (Psalm cvii. 2, 3,4, 5,6,7.) In the rich valleys of Ephraim, beside 
the springs, and streams, and rivers of pure water, “he maketh the hungry to dwell 
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that they may prepare a city for habitation, and sow the fields, and plant vineyards 
which’may yield fruits of increase. - He blesseth them also, so that they are multi- 
plied greatly, and suffereth not their cattle to decrease” (verses 35, 36, 37, and 38.) 
Let the Saints in all the earth rejoice in the glorious prospects of deliverance. 


CoUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENTS OF ConFERENCES.—Each president of a conference 
is requested to see that there is but one general book-agent in his conference, and 
that the conference is responsible to our office in Liverpool for the business transac. — 
tions of their agent. It is very inconvenient for us to deal with three or four 
agents in different branches of the same conference. This could be obviated by 
the sub-agents transacting their business with the general agent of each conference. 

We suggest to the presiding elders over the large conferences, the propriety of 
having the quarterly representations of the numerous branches composing their 
respective conferences, presented in writing to the clerk of the quarterly conference, 
instead of giving in a verbal representation as has been practised heretofore. This 
will give the officers time to give much good and important instruction. When 
most of the day is taken up in representation, the audience become wearied. We 
also propose, that, where the appointments for ordination are :numierous, instead of 
occupying the time in the quarterly conferences, the candidates who have been 
called through the conference, receive their ordinations in the respective branches 
to which they belong. We also propose, that where the conference is large, the 
administration of the bread and wine be omitted on the day of rly conference. 
We trust that the officers will not feel themselves bound to fo é same routine 
of form on every sabbath or in every meeting. We know of no Jaw that binds the 
Saints or servants of God to sing three times, pray twice, and preach once in every 
meeting the year round. If important business or instructions are necessary to be 
laid before a meeting, and the time is short, we know of no reason why general 
rules may not be suspended, and that which appears to be the most necessary be — 
attended to. - “ There is a time to ali things ;”. and the Spirit of God will teach 
both the time and the order in which things should be done to accomplish the most 
good. Be careful not to limit the operations of the spirit of truth by being too 
formal. 


_ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Manchester, Oct. 18th., 1848. 


Dear Brother,—When last I saw you, you said you should at any time be glad to 
receive a few remarks from me, on any subject connected with the great work in which 
you and I, and all of us are so deeply interested, namely, the dispensation of the 
gospel which we have embraced, and which we believe to be the power of God unto 
salvation to those who accept it. : i 

I think I remember mentioning to you, that in my opinion, the greatest and 
most undeniable evidenee of its truth is, the love with which it inspires those who 
have obeyed it towardseach other,  . 

I have thrown a few remarks together on this subject, and if you think them worthy 
of the Star, after they additions, or 
erasures, ch your experience may suggest, you can, when you have room, put them 
in a corner for of deny: thee watthy 

The attribute of the deity, which in me, and J believe in many others, has been the 
most powerful in awakening feelings of gratitude and admiration, is that of love. 
It is certainly the most prominent feature in the character of that holy being who is 
gracious, long suffering, and slow to anger. - And if so, it will be the most 
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conspicuous trait in those who believe him, as we do, to be perfection, and whose most 
ardent desire is to obey his commandments, and be one with him, even as he and 
Christ are one. He himself has distinctly told us, “ That by this may we know 
we are the children of God, because we love one another.” d again, “ That he 
who says he loves God and loves not his brother is a liar, for if we love not our 
brethren whom we have seen, how can we love God whom we have not seen >” 
And it that love each is so 

uently, recept and example, under our notice in e perusal of 


The ingenuity and wisdom of man could never discover means so sure to promote 
his own felicity as kindness and love. If there was no future recompense held out to 
those who practised it, it would indeed, in this world, bring its own reward. 

Delightful and ey are and must be the feelings of that man who endeavours 
to alleviate the misery and promote the happiness of his fellows,—who supplies the 
lace of protector to the orphan and the widow in their affliction—and who keeps 
himself unspotted from the variance, emulation, wrath, strife, sedition, and other 
. fruits of the flesh which are the enemies of love. 

And there are but few who do not likewise know, that to allow these enemies of 
love to find a dwelling place in our hearts, is the certain way to destroy that happiness 
for which our heavenly father created us, and which it is his desire that we should 
ma hho are and have been the calamities called down upon the human family 


selfishness and we ay He each other. And ample is the evidence which the — 


history of all ages affords, all the wealth and grandeur, all the luxury and 
magnificence that the world can bestow, serve but as fuel to the fire of anguish, 
misery, and remorse, which preys upon those who have neglected the golden rules of 
love and justice to their fellow man. For conscience tells them, that instead of peace, 
they have brought war ; instead of ca gems * instead of virtue,—vice; and 
that where they might have inspired those around them with confidence and love, 

they haye filled them with distrust. ) 
_ ©The Saints of God” who have purified their souls in obeying the truth through 
the spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, and who love one another with a pure 
heart fervently, can testify whether that love with which their bosoms are inspired toward 
their families, their brethren, and mankind in general, has not already given them a 
foretaste of heaven; yes, and a heaven too, which those who have not Fit that love, 
can no more comprehend than one born blind can form a conception of the light shed 
by the sun when in his meridian splendour. 
_ It is a pure and a holy principle, and the Saints may rest assured, that the practice 
of it will do more towards rolling on the t word of God, and the gathering out of 
the honest in heart, than can be effected by signs, wonders, and miracles; for these 
may be wrought by the powers of darkness, but love can come from God alone, for 
he is LOVE. ; Yours in the bonds of Love. | 

H. T. Manners. 


7 _ Staleybridge, Nov. 11, 1848. 

Dear President,—I have taken it upon me to write to you respecting the work of 
God in this place, Ashton-under-Lyne. : ing 

The work of God is moving on here with firm and sure steps. The testimony is con- 
firmed among his Saints, and they gman ye in the possession of thuse gifts that he has 
promised to those that believe, viz., the gift of tongues and of er of prophecy, 
of healing the sick by anointing with oil, and the laying on of hands in the name of 
Jesus, &c.; and for these blessings we feel to praise our heavenly Father, and to 
thank him that he has counted us worthy to have our tabernacles, and live on the 
earth in a day when the dark mists of sectarian strife and formality are chased away 
by the illuminating rays of divine revelation from God ; and when all the honest sons 
and daughters of Adam can prove the truth of the saying of Jesus, “if any man will 
do the will of my Father he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God or 
whether I speak of myself.” We have laboured under unfavourable circumstances 
in this branch a long time, through having to hold our meetings in a room that was 


| 
. solely in order , by 16 we may give and receive happiness here, and prepare | 
ourselves for happiness ereafter. 
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too mueh in the back ground. This has been our situation ever since I was called 
on to preside, which was on the 13th day of April, 1844; but notwi ing these 
unfavourable circumstances, the blessings of the Lord have been neither few nor 
small, for many have been our reasons for rejoicing, and many have been the manifes- 


' tations of his goodness to us in pouring his blessings upon us. And now and then 


we have caught a few fish, and if they had not been carried off to God’s storehouse, 

ar a our numbers would have been great by this time; but we rejoice in their de- 

verance from this modern Babylon, and hope that the time is not far distant, when 

eee them, and all the faithful, in the great assembly 

Dear brother, I know that the work that we are in is of God, for I have 

ed it according to the promise of Jesus. But if I had no other proof of it, I 

w it by the manner in which God’s power has been manifested to sustain me (one 

of the most feeble) in my office, and enabled me to keep this branch of the Church 

together, and to bring them through many difficulties of Satan, who has often strove 

to destroy our peace and to bring us to nought, but hitherto are we come by the 

Lord’s help, and all things have worked er for our good, and have only served 
to confirm us in the only faith that secureth the salvation of God. 

el; we no longer trace the entry, an e yard, up a 
flight of steps, but we have @ commodious room, and we have fitted it up with 
forms of a new style, at consi le trouble and expense ; it will seat upwards of two 
hundred comfortably. One of the brethren has given a pair of excellent stone door 
posts and door, which we have got put in next to the front street, which makes it very 
ublic. Another brother has brought a large organ (which he had) into the room. 
the are — our. room is well many 
strangers are flocking in to hear the gospe we are baptizing every week; man 
more are believing and not far from the kingdom of God. ie boda splendid re 
| on Saturday, Oct. 21, when upwards of two hundred and fifty sat down to a 

l of rich dainties; after which Elder R. Cook, president of the Manchester 
Conference, and Harrison Burgess bore their testimonies to the truth of the work of 
God; it was, indeed, a good feast of both temporal and spiritual things; we also 
opened the room the day ee the above brethren preached in turn to 
crowded assemblies, so much so, that many had to go back, not being able to gain 
admittance; it was a time that will be long remembered. 

This opening was made known a by printed bills, and I took one to 
ro ge and put in my window, whic attracted the attention of a minister of the 
Church of England, who came into my house on the Monday following, and asked 
Mrs. A. if there been window, and attended; and 
when he was answ ‘he took the liberty to s very di of our beloved 
and martyred het, and the best name dor don mith ; he e 
against our faith, doctrines, and character, and said we were a deluded people. I have 
written a letter to him in defence of our faith, doctrines, and character, which he has 
not yet answered. If it meet your approbation, and you think it will not obscure the 

ight of the Millennial Star, you may insert it; if not, no offence will be given; but I 
shall submit to your superior wisdom, with all due r . | 
| From yours, faithfully in the Ki of God, | 
JOHN ALBISTON, Jun. 

P.S.—I send you a copy of the letter that I sent to the so called Rev. gentleman, 

inclosed in this. J. A. 
No. 20, Ridge Hill Lane, Staleybridge, Oct. 0th., 1848. 

[Sent from John Albiston, jun., toa _ scm who came on a visit to his house on 
Monday, October 23, who stated that he was an assistant minister at St. George’s 
Church, Mount Pleasant, | 

Reverend Sir,—Mrs Albiston has informed me that you came to my house on the 
day before mentioned, and to ask her some questions respecting a, printed 
placard which I had.in my window the week previous, which was printed to. inform 
the public, that the Latter-day Saints were opening a Preaching in Ashton- 
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under-Lyne, on Sunday, October 22nd. And when you were answered that 
there had been such a placard in my window, you_said that the Latter-day Saints, 
were a deluded le, and that you were sorry we had been so deluded as to believe 
their doctrines ; and in order that you might convince her that what you said was true, 
ou told her that you had read the life of Joseph Smith, and that he was a man who 
: had no learning or eloquence, and that he was of a low, mean family. You also stated 
that you did not believe that the gifts of the Holy Spirit of God could be enjoyed 
in this age, but they were long since done away, and no longer needed. These blessed 
gifts, or natural results of the possession of the spirit of God, are believed in and 
enjoyed by the Latter-day Saints; and you, sir, have made this statement I suppose 
to prove them in error. 7 
ow, sir, I do not know but you have the right to say that we are in error, if you 
can prove it. But, sir, it is not sufficient that you have read a tract which states that 
Joseph Smith was not a learned man, or an eloquent man, and that he was of a low, 
mean family; and that he never went to college like you and your brethren of the 
same order, for the purpose of learning to preach what you the gospel neither 
does it prove that the Latter-day Saints are in error, when you state that the blessed 
. gifts of the holy spirit are, flone away. 

Now, sir, in writing this letter to you, I wish to be understood to do so in defence 
of the doctrines taught by the Latter-day Saints, and not because I love controversy, 
but because I believe, yea, and feel assured that they are the doctrines of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and because I feel a great interest in the salvation of mankind, and 
am therefore equally as sorry for you, sir, as you are for me. 

Now, sir, one thing is certain, that is, either you or I must be wrong; but if you 
will appoint a time and place to meet me, and show me my error, I am open to 
conviction. Or, sir, if you choose, you may begin a correspondence with me, and 
write again in answer to this letter. 

And now, sir, I shall take the liberty to notice in order, the statements you made, 
and the objections you raised and brought as evidence to prove to Mrs. A., that the 
Latter-day Saints are in error. : 

First, you stated that they were a deluded ea and they did not understand the. 
scriptures, or they would not believe in the gifts and blessings of the Holy Spirit that 
were enjoyed by the ancients, such as healing the sick by the laying on of hands, the 
gift of prophecy, of visions, of revelations, the ministry of angels, &c. You said that 
these gifts are done away, and are no longer needed. | 7 

Now, sir, your mere assertion of this does not prove that these gifts are no longer 
needed. These blessings were promised by Jesus Christ unto all those that should 
believe and obey the gospel in all the world. (See St. Mark’s Gospel, xvi. 17. 18.) 
“ And Jesus said that these blessings were for signs, or tokens, or evidences for them 
that believed, by which they should know of the doctrine, whether it was of God or 
of men,” John vii. 17; “now the testimony of Jesus was confirmed in them,” Paul’s 
Ist Epistle Cor. i. 8. Now, sir, if these blessings were given as tokens or signs, or 
evidence of the gospel of Christ, and they could not be confirmed in their faith with- 
out them, does it not require the same cause to produce the same effect ; and if so, is 
it not contrary and contradictory to the scriptures, to say that these gifts are no 
longer needed; not only so, but according to the scripture which I have quoted, they 
are absolutely necessary for our salvation, and we cannot be saved or become perfect 
without them. Turn your attention, again, to the 16th chapter of Mark 16th verse, 
* He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be 
damned ; and these signs shall follow them that believe,” &c. Now, sir, you will 
discover from this saying of Jesus, that all who did not believe should be damned, and 
that all who did believe should possess these gifts (which you say are done away). 
So says Jesus. Does not this prove that if they believed they would receive these gifts, 
and if they did not believe they would be damned; consequently, if they did not be- 
lieve and receive these gifts they would be damned ; but, sir, I am willing to admit 
that these signs have been done away, but when you have proved this, you have 
proved that the gospel of Christ has not been preached or obeyed, otherwise these 
signs would have followed according to the immutable promise of Jesus Christ. 

But, sir, these signs will not follow them who do not believe in and contend for 
them, “ For without faith it is impossible to please God.” So you may see, sir, that 
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the reason —— saints of God, in ancient days, received these gifts and blessi 
was because they believed for them ; “And he that believeth not shall be deannel.” 
And, sir, the scriptures say there is only one faith, and by that one faith the ancients 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, &c., Heb. xi. 33. Now, sir, if you believe 
that these — are done away, you have not the same faith that the ancients had, 
and I think you will not say they had not the right faith. But, sir, if they had the 
right faith, you must have the wrong faith; for you do not believe as they believed; 
and when you meet a hy that are contending for the same faith, (Jude, verse 3,) 
you say are deluded. Now, sir, I think you may discover from the foregoi 
that in of your statements and accusations proving that Joseph Smith and the 
Latter-day Saints are in error, it = to prove that your forefathers have d 

from the faith of the and that you have been brought up in their ions, 
which make void the law of God and the promises. 

Second statement or objection. You said you had read the life of Joseph Smith, 
and that he was from a low, mean family, and that he had no learning; that he was 
& money-digger, and much more than this that I need not mention, as I do not think it 
necessary. You said that if he had been a good man he would not have been shot. 
Now, sir, because you have read a tract or newspaper which gives an evil report con- 
cerning Joseph Smith, must all men receive it as good evidence? do all tracts and 
newspapers tell the truth? because I have read much in newspapers and tracts con- 
cerning him which I knew to be false when I read them. But, perteps, sir, you will 
say that the tract or newspaper that you read was got up and one y a number of 
respectable ministers of America. So, sir, because a number of ministers have got 
up tracts, and given their names for the purpose of scandalizing the Saints, and calum- 
niating the character of Joseph Smith, we are bound to believe them, are we? No, 
no, sir: do you not know that Satan is called the accuser of the brethren, and that 
Jesus Christ received the most persecution from those who professed to be teachers of 
religion, high priests and elders? they said he was possessed by a devil, that he was 
a wine bibber, a gluttonous man, and a friend of publicans and sinners, and that no 

thing could come out of Nazareth. In a word, the priests of that day said as 
much against Jesus Christ, as the priests of this day have said against J Smith ; 
and, sir, we have as much right to believe the one as the other. They all of them 
have used the same weapons with which to fight against the truth, but such a course 
will do the truth no harm ; it only proves that they have a bad cause in hand. 

It proves, also, in my estimation, sir, that Joseph Smith has taught the truth, and 
that the same cause has produced the same effect. Furthermore, sir, I am acquainted 
with men that I know to be men of truth, who have known Joseph Smith all their 
lives, and they say he was one of the best of men, and that the stories that are cir- 
culated are base fabrications. pet Sie 

You said that —- Smith was not a learned man, in order to prove that he 
was not capable of understanding the scriptures, nor yet preaching the gospel. 

Now, sir, if this proves anything against Joseph Smith, it proves as much against 
Jesus Christ, for it is written in the 7th chapter of John’s Gospel, 15th verse, that 
_ Jesus never learned letters; it also proves as much against his apostles, for they were 

chosen from their fishing-boats. And it is written in the 4th c - silpe Acts, 13th 
verse, that Peter and John were unlearned and ignorant men. But, sir, these men 
received their qualifications to h the gospel, when they received that Spirit the 
effects of which you deny. ey were commanded “to tarry at Jerusalem until 
they were endued with power from on high.” : 
ut, sir, I have evidence that Joseph Smith was a prophet, and that he was sent 
of God to preach the gospel in this age, of a stronger nature than that of comparing 
the doctrine he has ht with those recorded in the scriptures. For I have proved 
this fact by the power of God, in the same way that Jesus Christ said believers should 
prove the truth, and I am a living witness for the truth myself. But, ged you 
will be unbelieving in the statement, and say I may think so, as you att to : Mm. 
when she testified the truth before you. And, perhaps, you would tell me the same 
story respecting the woman and her daughter, who you declared you knew to be 
Latter-day Saints, living in Staleybridge, but you declined to mention their names ; 
you said they said that had stated 
that she was healed by the laying on of hands, but you knew she was sick of the 
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same disorder when she made the statement. This story you told to prove that the 
Saints only pretended to have these gifts. Now, sir, you have taken the same course 
as your b , and endeavoured to scandalize the Saints ;, but whether this is true 
or false, it is out of place, for if it be true it will only affect those persons who are 

If individual character is evidence sufficient to prove a system, or another 


individual false, then, sir, this evidence can be brought against your own favourite 
church, and characters can be found that you are to own among your own 
rank and profession ; this wilt prove upon the same ground that your Church is false. 


I must now close this letter for want of room ; I think I have noticed all your state-_ 


ments, accusations, and arguments as they have been given to me, and I think it will 
not require a very discerning mind to discover, that instead of their proving that 
Joseph Smith and the Latter-day Saints are in error, it goes to prove that you are 
of that number that St. Paul said should have a form of iness but deny the 
power thereof. I have been struck with the exact fulfilment of this prediction in 
yourself, when I have thought of the manner in which you have acted, sir, and the 
statements you have made. Sir, it says they were of this sort, that creep into houses 
and lead captive silly women, just as you came into my house and attempted to lead 
away Mrs. A., instead of coming to me as an honest man ought to have done. But, 
‘sir, I would recommend you to read the whole chapter, which you will find in the 
Second Epistle of Paul to Timothy, third chapter, and if you see your own likeness 
in the bright mirror of eternal truth, my labour will not be in vain; and if after a care- 
ful of the apostle’s writings you find they condemn the principles and doc- 
trines of the church of which you are an accredited mipister, then my advice is with 
the Apostle Paul,—from such turn away. But if you do not think the apostle has an 
allusion to your system of worship, still I hope you will think me sincere in attempting 
to show you the superstitious errors which have been entailed upon us by our apostate 


forefathers. Yours respectfully, 
JOHN ISTON, Junior. 


P.S.—Rev. Sir, if you are desirous of investigating the truth, be so kind as to 
answer this letter and vindicate the course you have espoused; and show to me 
wherein:J am in error in the statements I make which refer to doctrines or faith, 
and then you will take a much better course to convince me of the delusion you say I 
am in than the one you have before taken. If you do not do so, I shall look upon it as 
a mark of dishonesty, and upon your cuming into my house, and making the statements 
you did, as an unjustifiable act in a gentleman of your profession. _ J. A. 


Coventry, Nov. 27th., 1848. 
Dear Brother,—We have visited most of the this con- 
ference, and fifid a good spirit prevailing amon e Saints ; ug are poor 
as it regards things of this life, yet they are rch in faith and abound in the spirienal 
blessings. The prospects bid fair for a great increase in this region; the spirit of 
inquiry into our principles is on the increase; many are investigating very closely. 
There have been 20 baptized since our last conference; several more have manifested 
a desire to join us. The Saints have a spirit to roll on the work, and have opened a 
large hall in Leamington, and a commodious ~~ in er We expect soon to 
being our h to see a great work 
done here. : | 
We pray God to give us wisdom and prosper our labours, and ask the faith and 
prayers of the Saints, and yours also; and may God bless you and your family with all 
things that you desire. 
We remain your humble servants and fellow-labourers in the gospel of peace. 
ALFRED CoRDON. 
LEwis Rossins. 


STANZAS, 
BY JAMES CRAIG EELIN, EDINBURGH. 


Gather in strength, ye faithful Saints of Zion, 
. In mustering thousands on every side; 
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the reason why the saints of God, in ancient days, received these gifts and blessi 
was because ey believed for them; “And he that believeth not shall be damned.” 
And, sir, the scriptures say there is only one faith, and by that one faith the ancients 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, &c., Heb. xi. 33. Now, sir, if you believe 
that these — are done away, you have not the same faith that the ancients had, 
and I think you will not say they had not the right faith. But, sir, if they had the 
right faith, you must have the wrong faith ; for you do not believe as they believed ; 
and when you meet a A ty that are contending for the same faith, (Jude, verse 3,) _ 
are deluded. Now, sir, I think you may discover from the foregoing 


that in of your statements and accusations proving that Joseph Smith and the 
Latter-day Saints are in error, it — to prove that“your forefathers have de 

fromm the faith of the and that you have been t up in their ions, 
which make void the law of God and the promises. 

Second statement or objection. You said you had read the life of Joseph Smith, 
and that he was from a low, mean family, and that he had no learning; that he was 
a money-digger, and much more than this that I need not mention, as I do not think it 
necessary. You said that if he had been a good man he would not have been shot. 
Now, sir, because you have read a tract or newspaper which gives an evil report con- 
cerning Joseph Smith, must all men receive it as good evidence? do all tracts and 
newspapers tell the truth? because I have read much in newspapers and tracts con- 
cerning him which I knew to be false when I read them. But, per sir, you will 
say that the tract or newspaper that you read was got make seagn oe y a number of 
respectable ministers of America. So, sir, because a number of ministers have got 


up tracts, and given their names for the purpose of scandalizing the Saints,and calum- __ 


niating the character of Joseph Smith, we are bound to believe them, are we? No, 
no, sir: do you not know that Satan is called the accuser of the brethren, and that 
religi ion, high priests elders ey said he was possessed by a devil, that he was 
good thing could come out of Nazareth. In a word, the priests of that day said as 
much against Jesus Christ, as the priests of this day have said against J Smith ; 
and, sir, we have as much right to believe the one as the other. They all of them 
have used the same weapons with which to fight against the truth, but such a course 
will do the truth no harm ; it only proves that they have a bad cause in hand. 

It proves, also, in my estimation, sir, that Joseph Smith has taught the truth, and - 
thal dhe gums conse has produced the effect. Furthermore, sir, I am acquainted 
with men that I know to be men of truth, who have known Joseph Smith all their 
lives, and they say he was one of the best of men, and that the stories that are cir- 

was not i scriptures, nor yet preaching the gospel. 

Now, sir, if this proves anything.against Joseph Smith, it ee nee oninns 
Jesus Christ, for it is written.in the;7th chapter of John’s Gospel, 15th verse, that 
_ Jesus never learned letters; it also proves.as much against his for they were 
chosen from their fishing-boats. And it is written in the 4th r of Acts, 13th 
verse, that [Peter and John were unlearned and ignorant. men... But, sir, these men 
received their page rome to the gospel, when they received that Spirit the 
effects of which you deny. ey were commanded “to tarry at Jerusalem until 
they were endued with power from on high.” 

ut, sir, I have evidence that Joseph Smith was a prophet, and that he was sent 
of God to preach the gospel in this age, of a stronger nature than that of comparin 
the doctrine he with those recorded in the scriptures. growed 
this fact by the power of God, in the same way that Jesus Christ said believers should 


prove the truth, and I am a living witness for the truth myself. But, you 
will be unbelieving in the statement, and say I may think so, as you at ge _ A. 
when she testified the truth before you. And, perhaps, you would tell me the same 
story respecting the woman and her daughter, who 4 vs declared you knew to be 
Latter-day Saints, living in Staleybridge, but you declined to mention their names; 
you said they were very bad characters ; yu said that the young woman had stated 
that she was healed by the laying on of hands, but you knew she was sick of the 


‘ 


POETRY. 379 


same disorder when she made the statement. This story told to e that the .... 


Saints each vininy poe to have these gifts. Now, sir, you have taken the same course 
as your b , and endeavoured to scandalize the Saints ;_ is i 

or false, it is out of place, for if it be, true it will only affétt those persons who are 
charged, If individual character is evidence sufficient to prove a system, or another 


individual false, then, sir, this evidence can be | ht your own favourite 
rank and profession ; this will prove upon the same ground that your Church is false. 
nes thie leur wank of i I have noticed all your state- 


ments, accusations, and arguments as they have been given to me, and I think it will 
J | Smith and the Latter-day Saints are in error, it goes to prove | 
of number that St, Paul said should .have a form of mess but deny the 


JOHN ON, Junior. 


P.S.—Rev. Sir, if you are desirous of investigating the truth, be so kind as to 
answer this letter and vindicate the course you have espoused; and show to me 
wherein [am in error in the statements I make which refer to doctrines or faith,- 
and then you will take a much better course to convince me of the delusion you say I 
am in than the one you have before taken. If you do not do so, I shall look upon it as 
a mark of dishonesty, and upon your cuming into my house, and making the statements 
you did,.as an. unjustifiable act in a gentleman of your profession. - . J. A. 


Dear Brot have visited most of this con- 
ference, and a good spirit prevailing amongst ints ; althoug are 
things of this life, yet they are rich in faith and - abound in the 
blessings: .The prospects bid fair for a great increase-in this region ; the spirit of 
inquiry into our principles is on the increase; many are investigating very closely. 
There have been 20 baptized since our last conference; several more have manifested 
a desire to join us. ‘Saints have a spirit to roll’ on the work, and have opened a 
ing our to see a great work 
We pray God to give us wisdom and prosper our labours, and ask the faith and 
prayers of the Saints, and yours also; and may God bless you and your family with all 
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that you desire. 
STANZAS, 


BY JAMES CRAIG EELIN, EDINBURGH. 


ree Gather in strength, ye faithful Saints of Zion, — 
mustering thousands on every. side; 


but whether thisistrue 


power have been ck with the exact Tuilhiment this prediction in 
yourself, when I have thought of the manner in which you have acted, sir, and the 
statements you have made. Sir, it says they were of this sort, that creep into houses 
and lead captive silly women, just as you came into my house and attempted to lead : 
away Mrs. A., instead of coming to me as an honest man ought to have done. But, : 
sir, leeal recommend you to read the whole chapter, which you will find in the 
Second Epistle of Paul to Timothy, third chapter, and if you see your own likeness 
in the bri of will oak. and if after a care- 
ful needle of the apostle’s writings you find they condemn the principles and doc- 
trines of the church of which you are an accredited migister, then my advice is with ' 
the Apostle Paul,—from such turn pry But if you de | not think the apostle has an : 
allusion to your system of worship, still I hope you will think me sincere in attempting 
to show you the superstitious errors which hgpe been entailed upon us by our apostate 
a Coventry, Nov. 27th., 1848. ; 
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the reason why the saints of God, in ancient days, received these gifts and blessi 
was because believed for them; “And he that believeth not shall be damned.” 
And, sir, the scriptures say there is only one faith, and by that one faith the ancients 
wrought obtained promises, &c., Heb. xi. 33. Now, sir, if you believe 
that theee gifts are done away, you have not the same faith that the ancients had, 
and I think you will not say they had not the right faith. But, sir, if they had the 
right faith, you must have the wrong faith ; for you do not believe as they believed ; 
and when you meet a e that are contending for the same faith, (Jude, verse 3,) 
you say ‘are deluded. Now, sir, I think you may discover from the foregoing, 
that i of your statements and accusations proving that Joseph Smith and the 
Latter-day Saints are in error, it to prove that“your forefathers have 

from the faith of the and that you have been ght up in their 8, 
which make void the law of God and the promises. | : 

Second statement or objection. You said you had read the life of Joseph Smith, 
and that he was from a low, mean family, and that he had no learning; that he was 
& money-digger, and much more than this that I need not mention, as I do not think it 
necessary. You said that if he had been a good man he would not have been shot. 
Now, sir, because you have read a tract or newspaper which gives an evil report con- 
cerning Joseph Smith, must all men receive it as good evidence? do all tracts and 
newspapers tell the truth? because I have read much in newspapers and tracts con- 
cerning him which I knew to be false when I read them. es on re we 
say that the tract or newspaper that you read was got up and signed by a number of 
respectable ministers of America. So, sir, because a number of ministers have got 
up tracts, and given their names for the purpose of scandalizing the Saints, and calum- 
niating the character of Joseph Smith, we are bound to believe them, are we? No, 
no, sir: do you not know that Satan is called the accuser of the brethren, and that 
Jesus Christ received the most persecution from those who professed to be teachers of 
religion, high priests and elders? they said he was p by a devil, that he was 
a wine bibber, a gluttonous man, and a friend of publicans and sinners, and that no 
good thing could come out of Nazareth. In a word, the priests of that day said as 
much Jesus Christ, as the priests of this day have said against J Smith ; 
and, sir, we have as much right to believe the one as the other. They all of them — 
have used the same weapons with which to fight against the truth, but such a course 
will do the truth no harm; it only proves that have a bad cause in hand. 

It proves, also, in my estimation, sir, that J Smith has taught the truth, and 
that the same cause has produced the same effect. Furthermore, sir, I am acquainted 
with men that I know to be men of truth, who have known Joseph Smith all their 
lives, and they say he was one of the best of men, and that the stories that are cir- 
was not capab rstanding the scriptures, nor yet preaching the gospel. 

Now, sir, if this proves anything. against Joseph Smith, it proves as much against 
Jesus Christ, for it is chapter of John’s 

_ Jesus never learned letters ; it also proves.as much against his for they were 
chosen from their fishing-boats. And it is written in the 4th tof Acts, 13th 
verse, that Peter and John were unlearned and ignorant. men. . But, sir, these men 
received their sen a to the gospel, when they received that Spirit the 
effects of which you deny. They were commanded “to tarry at Jerusalem until 
they were endued with power from on high.” 
ut, sir, I have evidence that Joseph Smith was a prophet, and that he was sent 
this fact by the power of God, in the same way that Jesus Christ said believers should 
prove the truth, and I am a living witness for the truth myself. But, you 
will be unbelieving in the statement, and say I may think so, as you said to Mrs. A. 
when she testified the truth before you. And, perhaps, you would tell me the same 
story respecting the woman, and her daughter, who you declared you knew to be 

Latter-day Saints, living in Staleybridge, but you declined to mention their names; 
you said they were very bad characters ; 
that she was healed by the laying on of hands, but you knew she was sick of the 


> 
rg 


379 


same disorder when she made the statement. e that the . 
ou have taken the same course’ 


Saints only d to have these gifts. Now, sir, 


as your bret and endeavoured to scandalize the Saints; but whether this is true’ __ é 


individual false, then, sir, this evidence can be brought against your own favourite 
church, and characters can be found that you are to own among your own 
ments, accusations, and arguments as ve given to me, and I think it 
not, gee PY discerning mind to discover, that instead of their i 
Joseph Smith 


of number that St. Paul ‘said should. have a form of iness but 
power thereof. I have been struck with the exact. fulfilment of this prediction 
yourself, when I have thought of the manner in which you. have acted, sir, and 
statements you have made. Sir, it says they were of this sort, that creep into 
and lead captive silly women, just as you came into my house and attempted to 
away Mrs. A., instead of coming to meas an honest man ought to have done. B 
sir, I would recommend you to read the whole chapter, which you will find in 
Second Epistle of Paul to Timothy, third chapter, and if you see your own likeness 
in the bright mirror of eternal my labour will not be in vain; and if after a care- 


Eis 


ful of the apostle’s writings you find they condemn the principles and doc- 


the Apostle Paul,—from such turn away. But if you do not think the apostle has an 
allusion to your system of worship, still I hope you will think me sincere in attempting 
eee pre been entailed upon us by our apostate 


Junior. 


you did,.as an unjustifiable act in a gentleman of your profession. = . J: A. 
| Coventry, Nov. 27th., 1848. 


Dear have visited most of the branche 
ference, and fifid a good spirit prevailing amongst ints ; althoug are 
hi life, ot they aro in in the 


We pray God to give us wisdom and prosper our labours, and ask the faith and - 


prayers —— ee may God bless you and your family with all 

e remain your humble servants and fellow-labourers in the gospel of 


‘BY JAMES CRAIG BELIN, EDINBURGH. 
_.. Gather in strength, ye faithful Saints of Zion, _ 
Yn mustering thousands on every. side; - 


or false 18 OUt OF piace, for iG De true It will ONLY amect those persons Who are 
ved. If individual character is evidence sufficient to pve & stem, or another 
P.S.—Rev. Sir, lt ger are desirous of investigating the truth, be so kind as to : 
answer this letter and vindicate the course you have espoused; and show to me | 
wherein Jam in error in the statements I make which refer to doctrines or faith,- 
and then you will take a much better course to convince me of the delusion you say I ; 
amin than the one you have before taken. If you do not do so, I shall look upon it as | 
a mark of dishonesty, and upon your coming into my house, and making the statements 
blessings. re prospe 8 bic air or ag s; mcrease In this reg on; the spirit o | 
inquiry into our principles is on the increase; many are investigating very closely. ; 
There have been 20 pry since our last conference; several more have manifested 4 
a desire to join us. e Saints have a spirit'to roll’ on the work, and have opened a . 
large hall in Leamington, and Se ee We expect soon to 
open several large towns, and are determined, being our helper, to see a great work | 
done here. | | 
STANZAS, 
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the reason why the saints of God, in ancient days, received these gifts and b 
was because they believed for them ; “And he that believeth not shall yee 
And, sir, the saalbaren say there is only one faith, and by that one idl the atinats 
Hoe) eh Sree obtained promises, &c., Heb. xi. 33. Now, sir, if you believe 
se are done away, you have not the same faith that the ancients had, 
and I thin will not say they had not the right faith. But, sir, if they had the 
right faith, yon must have the wrong faith ; for you do not believe as they believed; 
and when you meet a that are contending for the same faith, (Jude, verse 3,) 
you say they are delud Now, sir, I think you may discover from the foregoing, 
that i of your statements and accusations proving ~ Joseph Smith and the 
Latter-day Saints are in to prove that“your forefathers have 
which make void the of God and shes the promises. 

Second statement or objection: You said you had read the life of Joseph Smith, 
and that he'was from a low, mean family, and that he had no learning ; that ‘he was 
& money , and much more than this that I need not mention, as I do not think it 

ou said that if he had been a good man he would not have been shot. 

Now, sir, because you have read a tract or newspaper which gives an evil report con- 
cerning Joseph Smith, must all men receive it as good evidence? do all tracts and 
tell the truth? because I have read much in newspapers and tracts con- 


ed by a number of 


tad they he was thes he was 
Tapas a gluttonous man, and a friend of icans and sinners, and that no 
good thing could come out of Nazareth. In a word, the priests of that day said as 
much against Jesus Christ, as the priests of this day have said against J Smith ; 


betes hore the truth, but such course 


with men that I know to be men of truth, who have known ve Smith al their 
lives, and they sa he was one.of the best of men, and that the stories that are cir- 
culated are base fabrications. _ 
_ You said that J Smith was not a learned man, in order to prove that he 
was not capable of the scriptures, nor yet preaching the gospel. 
Pe 4. sir, if this proves anything against Joseph Smith, it it proves as much against 
Jesus Christ, of ospel, 15th verse, that 


_ Jesus never learned letters; it also proves.as much for they were 
chosen from their boats: . And it is. r of ‘Acts, 13th 
and john ware unlearned and ignorant men... But, sir, these men 


the gospel, when they recsived that the 
ut, sir, I have evidence that Joseph mith was @ prophet, and that he was sent 
of God to preach the gospel in this age, of a stronger nature than that of 
the doctrine he has ht with those recorded in the scriptures. For I have prov 
this fact by the power of God, in the same way that Jesus Christ said believers should 
prove the truth, and I am a living witness for the truth myself. But, you 
will be unbelieving in the statement, and say I may think so, as you to A. 
when she testified the truth before you. And, perhaps, you would tell me the same 
story respecting the woman, and her daughter, who ou declared you knew to be 
Latter-day Saints, living in a but you d to mention their names; 
you said they were very bad characters of ands bat you fnew oung woman had stated 
pres by the laying ‘on ew she was sick of the 


up Tracts, and given their Dames for the purpose of scandalizing the Saints, and calum- 
niating the character of Joseph Smith, we are bound to believe them, are we? No, 
no, sir: do you not know that Satan is called the accuser of the brethren, and that 
RISO, In My estmMatcion, Sir’, that Josepn Nas and 
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same disorder when she made the statement. i phage ae e that the .« 
Saints only ] nded to have these gifts. Now, sir, é 
as your bret and endeavoured to scandalize the Saints; but whether this istrue’ 


church, and characters can be found that you are to own among your own 
rank and profession ; this wit prove upon de sue ground that your Church 
I must now close this letter want of room ; I thi i 


yourself, when I have thought of the manner in which you have acted, sir, and the 
statements you have made. Sir, it says they were of this sort, that creep into houses 
and lead captive silly women, just as you came into my house and attempted to lead 


you will think me sincere in 
we been, entailed upon us by our apostate 


Yours respectfully, 
| JOHN Junior. 


P.S.—Rev. Sir, if you are desirous of investigating the truth, be so kind as to 


answer this letter. vindicate the course you have espoused; and show to me 


wherein I-am in error in the statements I make which refer to doctrines or faith,- 


and then you will take a much better course to convince me of the delusion you say I 
am in than the one you have before taken. If you do not do so, I shall look upon it as 
a mark of dishonesty, and upon your coming into my house, and making the statements 
you did,.as an unjustifiable act in a gentleman of your profession. = , J: A. 


Coventry, Nov. 27th., 1848. 

ference, and fifid a good spirit prevailing amongst ints ; althoug are 

as it regards things of this life, yet they avo rch the 
of 


a desire to join us. e Saints have a spirit to roll’ on the work, and have opened a 
large hall-in Leamington, and a commodious in ry. We expect soon to 


_We pray God to give es wisdom and osper ‘our labours, and ask the faith and 
bss Pw Saints, and yours also; may God bless you and your family with all 
We remain your humble servants and fellow labourer in the gospel of peace 


BY JAMES CRAIG BELIN, EDINBURGH. 


Gather in strength, ye faithful Saints of Zion, _ 
mustering thousands on every. side; 


or faise, 16 1s out mace or it De. true it Will ONLY those Dersonus WHO are 4 
charged. If individual character is evidence sufficient to prove a system, or another i 
individual false, then, sir, this evidence can be brought against your own favourite pie 
ments, ACCUSATIONS, arguments as Lacy Dave DCel Riven WW Iie, IL WIL 
not ire a very discerning mind to discover, that instead of their proving that | 
Joseph Brith and the Latter-day Saints are in orror, it goes to ve thet Psa are ; 
of that number that St, Paul said should. have a form of godfiness but deny the 
ag ® 3. A., instead of coming to me as an honest man ought to have done, But, 
sir, I would recommend you to read the whole chapter, which you will find in the 
Second Epistle of Paul to Timothy, third chapter, and if you see your own likeness ; 
ful of the apostle’s writings you find they condemn the principles and doc- 
trines of the church of which you are an accredited migister, then my advice is with af 
the Apostle Paul,—from such turn — But if you dé not think the e has an a 
allusion to your system of worship, still I ho 
to show you the superstitious errors which } 
forefathers. 
inquiry into our principles is on the increase; many are investigating closely. i 
There | have been 20 since our last confetence ; several more 4 
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the reason why the saints of God, in ancient days, received these gifts and blessi 
‘was because believed for them; “And he that believeth not shall be damned.” 
And, sir, the scriptures say there is only one faith, and by that one faith the ancients 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, &c., Heb. xi. 33. Now, sir, if you believe 
that So essere away, you have not the same faith that the ancients had, 
and I think you will not say they had not the right faith. But, sir, if they had the 
right faith, you must have the wrong faith ; for you do not believe as they believed ; 
and when you meet a that are contending for the same faith, (Jude, verse 3,) 
you » adive are deluded. Now, sir, I think you may discover from the foregoing, 
that in of your statements and accusations proving that Joseph Smith and the 
Latter-day Saints are in error, it _—_ to prove that“your forefathers. have 
from the faith of the and that up in thelr 8, 
which make void the law of God and the promises. | 3 
Second statement or objection. You said you had read the life of Joseph Smith, 
and that he was from a low, mean family, and that he had no learning; that he was 
a money-digger, and much more than this that I need not mention, as I do not think it 
necessary. You said that if he had been a good man he would not have been shot. 
Now, sir, because you have read a tract or newspaper which gives an evil report con- 
cerning Joseph Smith, must all men receive it as good evidence? do all tracts’ and 
_ pewspapers tell the truth? because I have read much in newspapers and tracts con- 
cerning him which I knew to be false when I read them. But, per sir, you will 
- gay that the tract or newspaper that y a number of 
respectable ministers of America. So, sir, because a number of ministers have got 
up tracts, ‘and given their names for the purpose of scandalizing the Saints, and calum- 
niating the character of Joseph Smith, we are bound to believe them, are we? No, 
no, sir: do you not know that Satan is called the accuser of the brethren, and that 
Jesus Christ received the most persecution from those who professed to be teachers of 
religion, high priests and elders? they said he was by a devil, that he was 
a wine bibber, a gluttonous man, and a friend of i and sinners, and that no 
good thing could come out of Nazareth. In a word, the priests of that day said as 
and, sir, we have as much right to believe the one as the other. They all of them 
have used the same weapons with which to fight against the truth, but such a course 
will do the truth no harm ; it only proves that have a bad cause in hand. | 
It proves, also, in my estimation, sir, that J Smith has taught the truth, and 
that the same cause has produced the same effect. Furthermore, sir, I am acquainted 
with men that I know to be men of truth, who have known Joseph Smith all their 
lives, and they say he was one of the best of men, and that the stories that are cir- 
- You said that J Smith was not a learned man, in order to prove that he 
was not capable of ing the scriptures, nor yet preaching the re 
Now, sir, if this proves anything. against Joseph Smith, it — as.much against 
Jesus Christ, for it is written.in the;7th chapter of John’s Gospel, 15th verse, that 
_ Jesus never learned letters; it also proves.as much against his for they were 
And it is. written in the 4th r of Acts, 13th 
verse, that Peter and John were unlearned and ignorant. men... But, sir, these men 
received their qualifications to the gospel, when they received that Spirit the 
effects of which you deny. y, were commanded “to tarry at Jerusalem until 
ut, sir, J have evidence that Joseph Smith was a prophet, and that he was sent 
of God to preach the gospel in this age, of a stronger nature than that of i 
the doctrine he has ht with those recorded in the scriptures. For I have | 
this fact by the power of God, in the same way that Jesus Christ said believers should 
prove the truth, and I am a living witness for the truth myself. But, p 
will be unbelieving in the statement, and say I may think so, as you said to A. 
when she testified the truth before you. And, perhaps, you would tell me the same 
story respecting the woman, and her daughter, who you declared you knew to be 
Latter-day Saints, living in Staleybridge, but you declined to mention their names; 
you said they were very bad characters; you said that oe ee 
that she was healed by the laying on of hands, but you knew she was sick of the 
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of - number that St, Paul said should. have a form of 
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as your and endeavoured to scandalize the ts; but whether this is 
itis out of place for if itp, tuo it wil only thowe persons who are 
charged. If individual character is evidence sufficient to prove a system, or another 
' individual false, then, sir, this ound that you are ht your own favourite 
church, and characters can to own am gad 
rank and profession ; this prove upon do. same ground that your C our Ch is 
for want of room: Tt I have 
ments, accusations, and arguments as they have given to me, and I think it 
not a very discerning mind to discover, that instead of their proving that 
J Smith and the Latter-day Saints are in error, it goes to ane —— 
t 


-~ yourself, when I have thought of the manner in which you have acted, sir, and the 
statements you have made. Sir, it says they were of this sort, that creep into houses 
and lead captive silly women, just as you. came into my house and attempted to lead 
or, Mrs. A., instead of coming to me as an honest man ought to have done. But, 

would recommend which you will find in the 
Second Epistle of Paul to Timoth , third chapter, and if you see your own likeness 

e’s writings you con e principles 

trines of the charch of which you are an accredited , then my advice is with 
the Apostle Paul,—from such turn away. But if ar 


allusion to ur system of worship, still ‘ me sincere in attempting 
to show you the supersitious errors which 
forefathers. Yours respectfully, | 

JOHN ON, Junior. 


P.S.—Rev. Sir if you ou are desirous of investigating the truth, be so kind as to 
answer this letter vindicate the course you have espoused; and show to me 
wherein [am in error in the statements I make which refer to doctrines or faith, 
and then you will take a much better course to convince me of the delusion you say I 
amin than the one you have before taken. If you do not do so, I shall look upon it as 
a mark of dishonesty, and upon your cuming into my house, and making the statements 


‘Dear Br — We bare visited most 
ference, and fifid a on cae ts ; 
as it regards things of this ot they are rich in 
blessings: The prospects bid air for a great. increase-in this region ; the spirit of 
inquiry into our principles is on the increase; many are investigating very closely. 
There have bon 20 since our last conference ; lave 
a desire ‘Saints have a spirit to roll’ an the work, and have opened a 


being our 9 w 


prayer of Saints, and yours also; an may God bless you and your family with all 


thin ou desire. 
our hana nd flow nth opal of pte, 


: Corpon. 
RossINs. 


STANZAS, 
BY JAMES CRAIG EELIN, ‘EDINBURGH. 


Gather in strength, ye faithful Saints of Zion, 
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‘was because ey believed for them; “And he that believeth not shall be dam 8 
And, sir, the scriptures say there is only one faith, and by that one faith the ancients 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, &c., Heb. xi. 33. Now, sir, if you believe 

e ined ifts are done away, you have not the same faith that the ancients had, 
and I think you will not say they had not the right faith. But, sir, if they had the 
right faith, you must have the wrong faith ; for you do not believe as they believed ; 

and when you meet a dt that are contending for the same faith, (Jude, verse 3,) 

you say are deluded. ‘Now, sir, I think you may discover from the foregoing, 
that in of your statements and accusations proving that Joseph Smith and the 
Latter-day Saints are in error, it to prove that’ your forefathers have 
from the faith of the and that you have been t up in their : 8, 
which make void the law of God and the promises. mall : 

Second statement or objection. You said you had read the life of Joseph Smith, 
and that he was from a low, mean family, and that he had no learning; that he was 
& money-digger, and much more than this that I need not mention, as I do not think it 
necessary. You said that if he had been a good man he would not have been shot. 
Now, sir, because you have read a tract or newspaper which gives an evil report con- 
cerning Joseph Smith, must all men receive it as good evidence? do all tracts’ and 
newspapers tell the truth? because I have read much in newspapers and tracts con- 
cerning him which I knew to be false when I read them. re sadn tae 
say that the tract or newspaper that you read was got up and signed by a number of 
respectable ministers of America. So, sir, because a number of ministers have got 
up tracts, ‘and given their names for the purpose of scandalizing the Saints, andcalum-__ 
niating the character of Joseph Smith, we are bound to believe them, are we? No, 
no, sir: do you not know that Satan is called the accuser of the brethren, and that 
Jesus Christ received the most persecution from those who professed to be teachers of 
religion, high priests and elders? they said he was possessed by a devil, that he was 
a wine bibber, a gluttonous man, and a friend of publicans and sinners, and that no 
good thing could come out of Nazareth. In a word, the priests of that day said as 
much against Jesus Christ, as the priests of this day have said against J Smith ; 
and, sir, we have as much right to believe the one as the other. They all of them 
have used the same weapons with which to fight against the truth, but such a course 
will do the truth no harm ; it only proves that have a bad cause in hand. 

It proves, also, in my estimation, sir, that J Smith has taught the truth, and 
that the same cause has produced the same effect. Furthermore, sir, I am acquainted 
with men that I know to be men of truth, who have known Joseph Smith all their 
lives, and they say he was one of the best of men, and that the stories that are cir- 
- You said that J Smith was not a learned man, in order to prove that he 


was not capable of the scriptures, nor yet preaching the gospel. _ 
Now, sir, if. this proves anything. against Joseph Smith, it proves as. much against 
Jesus Christ, for it is written.in the;7th chapter of John’s 15th verse, that 
_ Jesus never learned letters ; it also proves.as much against his a 8, for they were 
it is. written in the 4th r of Acts, 13th 
verse, that Peter and John were unlearned and ignorant men. But, sir, these men 
received their qualifications to the gospel, when they received that Spirit the 


effects of which you deny. ey were commanded “to tarry at Jerusalem until 
they were endued with power from on high.” 
evidence that, Joseph mith was a prophet, and that he was sent 
of God to preach the gospel in this age, of a stronger nature than that of : 
the doctrine he has ht with those recorded in the scriptures. For I have prov 
this fact by the power of God, in the same way that Jesus Christ said believers should 
prove the truth, and I am a living witness for the truth myself. But, you 
will be unbelieving in the statement, and say I may think so, as you said to . A. 
when she testified the truth before you. And, perhaps, you would tell me the same 
story respecting the woman, and her daughter, who you declared you knew to be — 
Latter-day Saints, living in Staleybridge, but you declined to mention their names; 
that she was healed by the laying on of hands, but you knew she was sick of the 
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This ory tld ove that the 


eet 


e taken the same course _ 


pp retended to have these gifts. Now, sir, 


» and endeavoured to scandalize the ts; but whether this is true’. 


or false, it i is out of place, for if it be true. it will only affect those persons who are 
: If individual character is evidence sufficient to prove @ system, or another 


_ individual false, then, sir, this evidence can be © ht your own favourite 
rank and profession ; pe is false. 

I must now close this want of room; I I have noticed all state- 


ments, accusations, and arguments as they have been given to me, and I think it will 


not require a very discerning mind to discover, that instead of their proving that 
J Bmith and the Latter-day Saints are in error, it goes to thet 


are 

of Poul should, hava. dorms, of iness but deny the 
in 

the 


power thereof. I have been struck with the exact fulfilment of this prediction i 
yourself, when I have thought of the manner in which you have acted, sir sir, and 
statements you have made, Sir, it says they were of this sort, that creep into houses 
and lead captive silly women, just as you. came into my house and attempted to lead 
-_" Mrs. A., instead of coming to me as an honest man ought to have done. _ But, 
Second Epistle of Paul to Tim , third chapter, and if you see your own likeness 
in the of carnal trutk, ny wil aot. vata and if after a care- 
ful of the apostle’s writings you find they condemn the principles and doc- 
trines of the church of which you are an accredited , then my advice is with 
the Apostle Paul,—from such turn away. But if you 6 not think the apostle has an 
allusion to your system of worship, still you will think-me sincere in attempting 
to show you the superstitious errors which hg been entailed upon us by our apostate 
forefathers. Yours 


OHN ON, Junior. 


answer this letter and vindicate the course you have espoused; and show to me 


wherein: Iam in error in the statements I make which refer to doctrines or faith,- 


and then you will take a much better course to convince me of the delusion you say I 
am in than the one you have before taken. If you do not do so, I shall look upon it as 


| Coventry, Nov. 27th, 1848. 
Dear B ‘visited most of tho branches connected with this con. 
ference, and . ailing amongst ts; althoug are 
a it regards things of this they aro rich in abound tn. che irttual 
blessings. The prospects bid fair for a great increase:in this region ; the spirit of 
inquiry into our principles is on the increase; many are investigating very closely. 
a desire to join us. e’Saints have a spirit to roll "We te 


large hall in Leamington, and a commodious We expect soon to 
arg dare God eng , to a great work 
ere. 
We pray God to give us wisdom and 
| may God bless you and your family with all 
ou 
remain your humble evans and flow-lbourers inthe of pence, 


BY JAMES ORAIG 


se ni _ Gather in strength, ye faithful Saints of Zion, — 
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the reason why the saints of God, in ancient days, received these gifts and blessi 
was because they believed for them; “And he that believeth not shall be damned.” 
And, sir, the scriptures say there is only one faith, and by that one faith the ancients 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, &c., Heb. xi. 33. Now, sir, if you believe 
that nee away, you have not the same faith that the ancients had, 
and I think you will not say they had not the right faith. But, sir, if they had the 
right faith, you must have the wrong faith ; for you do not believe as they believed ; 
and when you meet a le that are contending for the same faith, (Jude, verse 3,) 
you say are deluded. ‘Now, sir, I think you may discover from the foregoing, 
that in of your statements and accusations proving that Joseph Smith and the 
Latter-day Saints are in error, it to prove that’ your forefathers. have 
from the faith of the and that you have been ght up in their 
which make void the law of God and the promises. Ps; | 
Second statement or objection. You said you had read the life of Joseph Smith, 
and that he was from a low, mean family, and that he had no learning; that he was 
& money-digger, and much more than this that I need not mention, as I do not think it 
necessary. You said that if he had been a good man he would not have been shot. 
Now, sir, because you have read a tract or newspaper which gives an evil report con- 
cerning Joseph Smith, must all men receive it as good evidence? do all tracts’ and 
newspapers tell the truth? because I have read much in newspapers and tracts con- 
cerning him which I knew to be false when I read them. But, perk sir, you will 
say that the tract or newspaper that you read was got up and signed by a number of 
le ministers of America. So, sir, because a number of ministers have got 
up tracts, ‘and given their names for the purpose of scandalizing the Saints, and calum- 
niating the character of Joseph Smith, we are bound to believe them, are we? No, 


good thing could come out of Nazareth. In a word, the priests of that day said as 
much 


and, sir, we have as much right to believe the one as the other. They | 
have used the same weapons with which to fight against the truth, but such a course 
will do the truth no harm ; it only proves that have a bad cause in hand. : 
It proves, also, in my estimation, sir, that J Smith has taught the truth, and 
produced the nome Furthermore, sir, I am acquainted 
with men that I know to be men of truth, who have known Joseph Smith all their 
was not capab un ing the scriptures, nor yet preaching the gospel. 
Now, sir, if this proves anything. against Joseph Smith, it proves as.much against 
Jesus Christ, for it is written.in the:7th chapter of John’s 15th ‘verse, that 
_ Jesus never learned letters; it also proves.as much against his for they were 
it is. written in the 4th of Acts, 13th 
verse, that Peter and John were unlearned and ignorant. men. | But, sir, these men 
received their ificati 
effects of which you deny. They, were commanded “to tarry at Jerusalem until 
they were endued with power from on high.” beets 
ut, sir, I have evidence that Joseph Smith was a prophet, and that he was. 
of God to preach the gospel in this age, of a stronger nature than that of : 
the doctrine he has taught with those recorded in the scriptures. For I have prov 
this fact by the power of God, in the same way that Jesus Christ said believers should 
prove the truth, and I am a living witness for the truth myself. eee ve 
will be unbelieving in the statement, and say I may think so, as you said to A. 
when she testified the truth before you. And, perhaps, you would tell me the same | 
story respecting the woman, and her daughter, who you declared you knew to be 
Latter-day Saints, living in Staleybridge, but you declined to mention their names; 
you said they were very bad characters; y 
that she was healed by the laying on of hands, but you knew she was sick of the 


no, sir: do you no cow that Satan 1s Called the accuser 0 ne prethren, and thé 
Jesus Christ received ee most erage mga ee who professed to be teachers of 
religion, high priests elders ? they said he was possessed by a devil, that he was 
a wine bibber, a gluttonous man, and a friend of publicans and sinners ‘andl that no 
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pec on retended to have these gifts. Now, sir, ou hay Es 
as your and endeavoured to scandalize the Saints: ae 
or false, it is ont of place, for if it be. true it will only affect those persons who are 
charged. If individual character is evidence sufficient to prove a system, or another 


individual false, then, sir, this evidence can be — your own favourite 

rank and profession ; this e upon ee our Ch is false. 
I must now ase rng oka want of room; I T have noticed all your state- 


have been given to me, and I think it 
not ery discerning mind that instead of their 
and the Latter-day Saints are in error, it goes 

yourself, when I have thought of the manner in which you have acted, sir, and 
statements you have made. Sir, it says they were of this sort, that creep into houses ~ 
and lead captive silly women, just as you. came into my house and attempted to lead 
- Mrs. A., instead of coming to me as an honest man ought to to have done. But, 


Second Epistle of Panl to Timoth third chapter, and if you see your own likeness 
—— ht mirror of eternal truth, my labour will not bem vain; andif after a care- 
of the apostle’s writings you find cued condemn the principles and doc- 


the Apostle Paul,—from such turn away. But if you ipa e has an 
allusion to your system of worship, still h 

forefathers. 


Yours 
JOHN Junior. 


vindicate the course you have espoused; and show to me 
wherein: Iam in error in the statements I make which refer to doctrines or faith,- 
and then you will take a much better course to convince me of the delusion you say I 
amin than the one you have before taken. If you do not do so, I shall look upon it as 
a mark of dishonesty, and upon your coming into my house, and making the statements 


Coventry, Nov. 91th, 1848. 

‘Dear: Brotip hae ded mow of the 
ference, and a | are 

as it regards things of this ot they aze rich ih shoud in the 
blessings. Tho prospects bid 
inquiry into our ciples. is e increase; many are investigating losely. 
There have been'20 bapti our last several more levee 
a desire, to join us ‘Saints have a spirit to rol’ on the work, and have opened a 
open several large towns, and are determined, our 


to give us wisdom and nok Ws. and 
wel oof the 8 Saints, and yours also; may God bles you and your family with all 


a 


BY JAMES CRAIG EELIN, 


Gather in strength, ye faithful Saints of Zion, 


, 
: 
P S Si i i i i i i 
—Rev Ir. ou are us inv sO as to 
9 
4 
F 
nd 
y ‘ 


$78 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


the reason why the saints of God, in ancient days, received these gifts and b —— 
was becntise they believed for them ; “And he that believeth so he am 


And, sir, the scriptures say there is only one faith, and by that one faith the ancients 
obtained promises, &c., Heb. xi. 33. Now, sir, if, you believe 
thee gifts are done away, you bave not th same faith that the ancients had, 

tnd I thin will not say they had not the right faith. But, sir, if they had the 

right faith, son must have the wrong faith ; for you do not believe as they believed ; 

and when you meet PH te “i are contending for the same faith, (Jude, verse 3,) 

d Now, sir, I think you may discover from the foregoing, 


say are delu 
of your statements and accusations proving that Joseph Smith and the 


Latter dap Saints are in to prove that’ your forefathers have 
from the faith of the have boa at up in their: 
which make void the and 


Second statement or You said veal life of Joseph Smith, 
and that he ‘was from a low, mean family, and that he had no learning; that he was 
& money , and much more than this that I need not mention, as I do not think it 
‘Necessary. ou said that if he had been a good man he would not have -been shot. 
Now, sir, because you have read a tract or newspaper which gives an evil report con- 
Raith, avait, receive it as good evidence? do all tracts and 
newspapers tell the truth? because I have read 
cerning him which I knew to be false when I read them. But, sir, you will 
say that the tract or newspaper that you read was got up and si a number of 
respectable ministers of America. So, sir, because a number of m ministers have got 
up tracts, ‘and given their names for the purpose of scandalizing the Saints, and calum- 
; the character of Joseph Smith, we are bound to believe them, are we ? No, 
no, sir: do you not know that Satan is called the accuser of the brethren, and that 
Jesus Christ received the most persecution from those who professed to be teachers of 
religion, high priests and elders? they said he was by a devil, that he was 
a wine bibber, a gluttonous man, and a friend of icans and sinners, and that no 
good could come out of Nazareth. In a word, the priests of that day said as 
much against Jesus Christ, as the priests of this day have said against J Smith ; 
and, sir, we have as much right to believe the one as the other. They of them 
have used the same weapons with which to fight against the truth, but such a course 
will do the truth no harm ; it only proves that have a bad cause in hand. pu 
It p ves, also, in my estimation, sir, that J Smith has taught the truth, and 
that the same cause has produced the same effect. Furthermore, sir, I am acquainted 
with men that I know to be men of truth, who have known Joseph Smith all their 
lives, and they sa he was one of the best of men, and that the stories that are cir- 
culated are base fabrications. 
was not learned man, in ander to prove thet he 
was not capab scriptures, nor yet preac gospel 
Now, sit, this proves anything, sgainat Joseph Smith, roves’ ae against 


| Jesus never learned letters ; it also proves as much against for they were 

chosen from their -boats. . Ali its writen in the 4th of Acts, 13th 
verse, that Peter and John were unlearned and ignoran ma senahete men 


effects of which you deny. ej were commanded “to tary at Jeroalom unt 
they were endued with power from on 

ee mith was a prophet, and that he was sent 
the doctrine he has For I have pro 
this fact by the power of God, in the same way that Jesus Christ said believers should 


rove the truth, and I am a living witness for the truth myself. But, 
when she testified the truth before you. And, perhaps, you would tell me the same 
_ story respecting the woman, and tier daughter, who you declared you knew to be 
Latter-day Saints, living in Staleybridge, but you declined to mention their names; 
tate wan belo the lying on of hands, but you new woman had stated 
that she was healed by the laying on — ew she was sick of the 


» 


same disorder when she made the statement. This story prove 
Saints gal naity poe to have these gifts. Now, sir, you have taken the same course’ 
as your and endeavoured to scandalize the Saints; but whether this is true’ __ 


or false, it is out of place, for if it be. true it will only affett those persons who are 


|. _ If individual character is evidence sufficient to prove a system, or another 
individual false, then, sir, this evidence can be b inst your own favourite 
church, and characters can be found that are 
rank and profession ; this wit e upon ps is false. 
J must now close this letter for want of room; I thi I have noticed all your state- 


ments, accusations, and arguments as they have been given to me, and I think it will 


not ire a very discerning mind to discover, that instead of their proving that 
J SE Meaith, end the Latter-day Saints are in error, it goes to prove me 
of number that St. Paul said should.have.a form of iness but the 
power thereof. I have been struck with the exact. fulfilment of this prediction in 
yourself, when I have thought of the manner in which you have acted, sir, and the 
statements you have made. Sir, it says they were of this sort, that creep into houses 
and lead captive silly women, just as you came into my house and attempted to lead 


sir, I would recommend you to read the whole chapter, which you will find in the 
Second Epistle of Paul to Timothy, third chapter, and if you 

in the bright mirror of eternal my labour will not be m vain; and if after a care- 
ful of the apostle’s writings you find they condemn the principles and doc- 


the Apostle Paul,—from such turn ae: But if 7 2 
ou 


allusion to your system of worship, still te 


forefathers. % Yours 
N, Junior. 


P.S.—Rev. Sir, if you are desirous of investigating the truth, be so kind as to 
answer this letter and vindicate the course you have espoused; and show to me — 


wherein-J-am in error in the statements I make which refer to doctrines or faith, 
and then you will take a much better course to convince me of the delusion you say I 
am in than the one you have before taken. If you do not do so, I shall look 
a mark of dishonesty, and upon your cuming into my house, and making the statements 
you did,.as an unjustifiable act in a gentleman of your profession. .  , J. A. 
Cowentry, Nov. 27th., 1848. 
Dear B —-We have visited most of the branches connected with this con- 
blessings: bid great increase-in this region; the spirit of 
inquiry into our principles is on the increase; many are investigating closely. 
There have been 20 ba ized since our 4 


a desire to join us. ‘Saints have a spirit to roll’ on the work, and have opened a _ 


us 
large hall in Leamington, and a commodious to expect soon to 
large towns an ar determined, God bing cur » to see a great work 
and prosper our labours, and ask the faith and 


prayers of the Saints, and yours also; and may God bless you and your family with all 
thin s that you desire. 
e remain your humble servants and fellow-labourers in the gospel of ; 
iat Lewis Rossins. 
STANZAS, 


eras Gather in strength, ye faithful Saints of Zion, _ 
_In mustering thousands on eyery-side; 


Be 
. a 
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away Mrs. A., mstead ming to me as an hones nt to have done, Bu 
cr 
rines of the church of which you are an accredited Miggsster, then my advice 1s with ‘ 
apostle has an 
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the reason why the saints of God, in ancient days, received these gifts and blessi 
was because believed for them; “And he that believeth not shall be damned.” 
And, sir, the scriptures say there is only one faith, and by that one faith the ancients 
oo oe gE obtained promises, &c., Heb. xi. 33. Now, sir, if you believe 
that reget! Hae ge not the same faith that the ancients had, 
you will not say they had not the right faith. _ But, sir, if they had the 
right faith, you must have the wrong faith ; for you do no} believe as they believed; 
and when you meet a that are contending for the same faith, (Jude, verse 3,) 
_ ~you say are deluded. Now, sir, I think you may discover from the foregoing, 
that i of your statements and accusations proving that Joseph Smith and the 
Latter-day Saints are in error, it to prove that~your forefathers have 3 
from the faith of the gospel, and that’ you have; been t up in their ions, 
which make void the law of God and the promises. <A eae : 
Second statement or objection: You said you had read the life of Joseph Smith, 
and that he was from a low, mean family, and that he had no learning ; that he was 
. You said that if he had been a good man he would not have been shot. 
Now, sir, because you have read a tract or newspaper which gives an evil report con- 
cerning Joseph Smith, must all men receive it as good evidence? do all tracts and 
newspapers tell the truth? because I have read much in newspapers and tracts con- 
cerning him which I knew to be false when I read them. But, perhaps, sir, you will 
say that the tract or newspaper that you read was got up and si a number of — 
respectable ministers of America. So, sir, because a number of ministers have got 
up tracts, ‘and given their names for the purpose of scandalizing the Saints, and calum- 
niating the character of Joseph Smith, we are bound to believe them, are we? No, 
no, sir: do you not know that Satan is called the accuser of the brethren, and that 
Jesus Christ received the most persecution from those who professed to be teachers of 
religion, high priests and elders? they said 
a wine bibber, a gluttonous man, and a friend of icans and sinners, and that no 
good thing could come out of Nazareth. In a word, the priests of that day said as 
and, sir, we have as much right to believe the one ‘as the other. They all of them 
have used the same weapons with which to fight against the truth, but such a course 
will do the truth no harm ; it only proves that have a bad cause in hand. : 
It proves, also, in my estimation, sir, that J Smith has taught the truth, and 
that the same cause has produced the same effect. Furthermore, sir, I am acquainted 
with men that I know to be men of truth, who have known Joseph Smith all their 
was not capab scriptures, nor yet preaching the gospel. 
Now, sir, if this proves anything.against Joseph Smith, it proves as.nruch against 
Jesus Obrist, for it is written.in.the;7th chapter of John’s Gospel, 15th verse, that 
_ Jesus never learned letters; it also proves.as much against his apostles, for they were 
re ee it is. written in the 4th r of Acts, 13th 
verse, that Peter and John were unlearned and ignorant. men... But, sir, these men 
Yeceived the gospel, when they received that Spirit the 
effects of which you deny. They were commanded “to tarry at Jerusalem until 
they were endued with power from on high.” 
ut, sir, I have evidence that Joseph Smith was a prophet, and that he was sent 
of God to preach the gospel in this age, of a stronger nature than that of i 
this fact by the power of God, in the same way that Jesus Christ said believers should _ 
prove the truth, and I am a living witness for the truth myself. But, p you 
will be unbelieving in the statement, and say I may think so, as you said to . A. 
when she testified the truth before you. And, perhaps, you would tell me the same 
story respecting the woman, and her daughter, who you declared you knew to be 
Latter-day Saints, living in Staleybridge, but you declined to mention their names; 
you said they were very bad characters ; said that the young woman had stated | 
that she was healed by the laying on of hands, but you knew she was sick of the — 
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Saints only pretended to have these gifts. Now, sir, you have taken the same course! 


as your and endeavoured to scandalize the Saints; but whether this istrue 


or false, it is out of place, for if it be. true it will only affétt those persons who are — 
: If individual character is evidence sufficient to prove a system, or another 
_ individual false, then, sir, this evidence can be pl nd. grep your own favourite 
church, and characters can be found that are to own among your own 
rank and profession ; this wif prove upon the same d that your Ch is false. 
I must now close this letter for want of room ; I think I have noticed all your state. 
ments, accusations, and arguments as they have been given to me, and I think it will 
Joseph Smith and the Latter-day Saints are in error, it goes to prove —— 
of that number that St, Paul said should. have a form of iness but deny the 
power thereof. I have been struck with the exact. fulfilment of this prediction in 


and lead captive silly women, just as you came into my house and attempted to lead 
away Mrs. A., instead of coming to me as an honest man ought to have done. But, 


Second Epistle of Paul to Timothy, third chapter, and if see own likeness 


ful of the apostle’s writings you find they condemn the principles and doc- 


the Apostle Paul,—from such turn — But if you d@ nat think the apostle has an 
to show superstitious errors whi yy entailed upon us by our 
forefathers. Yours respectfully, 
: | JOHN N, Junior. 
P.8.—Rev. Sir, ch sar herent carrey of investigating the truth, be so kind as to 
answer this letter and vindicate the course you have espoused; and show to me 
wherein I:am in error in the statements I make which refer to doctrines or faith,- 
and then you will take a much better course to convince me of the delusion you say I 
am in than the one you have before taken. If you do not do so, I shall look upon it as 
a mark of dishonesty, and upon your coming into my house, and making the statements 
you did,.as an. unjustifiable act in a gentleman of your profession. - , Ji A. 


ference, and fifid a good spirit prevailing amongst jaints ; are 
as it regards things of this life, they aro rich in fn the 
blessings: The bid a great increase:in this region ; the spirit of - 
inquiry into our principles is on the increase; many are investigating closely. 
There have been 20 ba ized since our last conference; several more 
a desire to join us. ‘Saints have a spirit to roll’ on the work, and have opened a 
hall in Leamington, and a commodious in € ry. We expect soon to 
ee a being our helper, to see a great work 


f 


We pray God to give us wisdom and prosper our labours, and ask the faith and 
prayers of the Saints, and yours also; may God/bless you and your family with all 
. ‘We remain your humble servants and fellow-labourers in the gospel of peace. 
STANZAS, 


BY JAMES CRAIG BEDIN, EDINBURGH. 


“ce Gather in strength, ye faithful Saints of Zion, 
mustering thousands on every. side; 


a 

same disorder when she made the statement. This story you told to prove that the «. 
yourself, when 1 have thought of the manner in which you have acted, sir, and the 
statements you have made. Sir, it says they were of this sort, that creep into houses 
sir would recommend you tc the whole hapter, WHICD you Will find in the 

I Coventry, Nov. 27th., 1848. 
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